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An Inquiry Concerning ‘New World Philosophy’

Yao-hsun Hung

This paper is a preliminary study of the emerging ‘New World Philosophy’.
It is divided into eight sections. Section one gives a brief survey of the expansion in
U.S. after World War II of institutions and University programmes devoted to the
study. of Oriental philosophies. The increase of interest in Chinese, Indian and Ja-
panese thought shown by western scholars provides the historical background for
the possibility of constructing a ‘New World Philosophy’. Section two deals with the
problem of Methodology of New World Philosophy. The next three sections are
critical reviews of some important figures if three leading philosophic schools in the
contemporary western world: pragmatism, analytical philosophy and existentialism.
The last three sections touch on three types of oriental thought: Indian Philosophy,
Chinese Philosophy and Zen Buddhism.

All the traditional and current schools of thought of East and West have impor-
tant constributions to make in the effort to establish a ‘New World Philosophy’. But
eventually, the New World Philosophy should be aimed at self-cultivation and spiritial

revitalization by means of the method of sudden enlightenment preached and prac-
ticed by Zen Masters.
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